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Dear Neighbor,

| want to start by saying “thanks” for letting me serve District 19 in the MN
Senate. As | write this in late July, we have just adjourned our second special
session, This brochure is my report to you on the overall 2020 legislative
results. While we saw changes in the legislative process this year due to
COVID-19, one thing did not change - our region of the state has done a

lot of good things and we should be proud. We have challenges to face,
including the pandemic, but together we will meet them.

For our district, the biggest news of the session was that we passed
legislation to get Highway 14 completed with four lanes from Nicollet to

New Ulm. | was honored to be the chief senate author of the bill, and it
passed both chambers in March, after which the Governor signed it into law.
Working with MN DOT, our legislation authorized an application to a U.S. rural
transportation loan program, and we expect final approval from the federal
government later this year. In other news, we passed bills on farm safety,
state worker contracts, and other priorities. We also just passed a police
reform bill that had support from a lot of different groups, and represented a
positive step.

The work the legislature has (so far) left undone includes our failure to pass a
bonding bill - which is badly needed for the jobs it creates and the value of
the projects to local communities. We also should pass a tax bill, expand rural
broadband, and support clean energy. | don't think we should have put off
passing these bills, and I'll keep pushing to get them done.

We may return for third special session in August, and if we do, I'm somewhat
optimistic. | hear from a lot of people that they expect us to compromise to
get things done for them - and | think other legislators are hearing that too.
I'm ready to get the rest of our work done.

Thanks again for allowing me to serve the district; | love the job as much as
ever. | hope your family is healthy and happy, and that | see you soon.
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Announcing bipartisan agreement at the
Hwy. 14 press conference in Nicollet.

Hwy 14 Passage (SF 3878) - | was the Senate
Chief Author of the Highway 14 funding
bill that should pave the way for a federal
loan to help us build four lanes from
Nicollet to New Ulm.

This is the end result of years of dedicated
advocacy by many people, and it also was
also truly bipartisan.

Farm Safety - “Landon’s Law” (SF 3007) - After
the death of St. Peter High School student
Landon Gran in a grain bin accident, | chief
authored legislation that provides funding
for farmers looking to upgrade safety
features of grain bins. We were glad to see
it signed into law.

Border-to-Border Rural Broadband (SF 4494)

- | was proud to the co-author and a
negotiator of the bill to secure $27
million toward rural internet access for
Minnesotans who don't have it. This bill
provided money to help schools and
students that lack high speed internet
access. It also established a telemedicine
equipment reimbursement program. The
bill passed the Senate in special session
and | hope the House and Governor will
give final approval in the near future.

COVID-19 Response

COVID 19 Emergency Response - We successfully
passed legislation that appropriated over $500
million to help MN prepare for the pandemic.
The funding includes:

o $200 million to help support the state’s
health care system

o $9 million for food shelves

 $32 million for housing support and
homelessness

 $30 million for child care providers. (Gov.
Walz added $56.6 million)

o $60.3 million for small business assistance

Elections Bill (HF 3429) - We need safe and
secure elections. This bill expanded dates

for absentee voting and included funding

to make sure we have enough mail-in ballot
capacity, workers to handle the elections, and
security to prevent any cyberhacking.

Police Reform (SF 37-2) - We passed legislation

in the second special session to address police
reform. The bill includes a statewide ban on
choke holds, neck restraints, and a prohibition
on warrior-style training for officers.

Agriculture

In addition to the farm safety legislation, we
appropriated $50 million to the Rural Finance
Authority (RFA). RFA funding helps rural
Minnesota with challenges including low
commodity prices. These funds can also be
used for a variety of financing resources for
farmers including beginning farmer loans.
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Visiting a Prince statute and memorial in July
with Governor Walz.

Our State Budget Challenges

The legislature will have it's hands full for the
2021-2022 biennium. State revenues have
fallen because of the impact the COVID-19
pandemic has had on our business, local
government, and individuals. Since the
Minnesota Constitution requires a balanced
budget (which is a good thing) there will be
some very tough decisions to make.

These budget challenges should not change
our priorities as a state. More than ever, we
need to focus on health care for the most
vulnerable in our communities. We need a
strong education system that fully supports
teachers and students. Our area has grown
tremendously in the last decade, and a strong
catalyst has been our terrific area schools,
welcoming approach, and quality of life.

Bonding

Minnesota badly needs us to pass a robust
bonding infrastructure bill. A $1.8 billion bill
failed in the House this month. This failure
was especially unfortunate because the bill
included Section 179 tax relief for our farmers
and businesses. Count on me to vote “yes” if
this bill ever makes it to the Senate floor.

Just like a family needs to invest in a home or
like a business needs to invest in its building
or equipment, Minnesota needs to invest

in itself. Given our circumstances, interest
rates are low, our state has an excellent credit
rating, and we have put off some much-
needed projects in recent years. We should
pass this now.

This bonding bill included $7.2 million

for Mankato water quality projects on the
Minnesota River, $1.8 million for planned
improvements for MSOP-Saint Peter Regional
Treatment Center, and significant funding

for local roads, water projects, and bridge
improvements across Minnesota. A lot of
these projects would be in Greater Minnesota
and are badly needed.

Visiting the U of M Veterinarian Diagnostic
Lab. We appropriated $675,000 for
important upgrades that will help the VDL
serve Minnesota livestock producers.

Named to Leadership

Assistant Minority Leader In February, | was
named an Assistant Minority Leader
within the DFL Senate caucus. | am
humbled and glad to be able to serve in
this new role, and my primary goal is to
bring a Southern MN voice directly into
Senate leadership.

Rural Caucus Chair For the second year,

| served as our Rural Caucus Chair.
Especially important were issues affecting
agriculture, rural development, child care,
and housing.

Chair of the Clean Energy and Climate Caucus
Another new role for me was being
named the Chair of the new Senate

DFL Clean Energy and Climate Caucus
(CECC) in December. We need to strike

a balance with legislation that protects
our co-ops, ratepayers, and other utilities
while still leading our state towards
decarbonization.

There is tremendous potential job
growth in rural Minnesota if we invest

in renewable energy like wind and solar.
Our farmers can also supplement their
income by hosting this type of energy
generation. Climate change is an issue
impacting everyone and needs bipartisan
support if we are going to implement
smart clean energy policies.



