Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It was a privilege to serve this first year of
my four year term as your State Senator.
I'm proud of our area and pleased with the
overall legislative results for District 19 in
the 2017 session.

Although | didn't agree with certain
provisions in the final budget, |
understand that divided government
means compromise. With this in mind, |
worked hard to make sure our district was
represented fairly. As your State Senator,
my job is to represent everyone in our
district and to work in a way that reflects
your values. | strive to work in a way that |
believe reflects your values. | will continue
to work with my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to benefit District 19 and all
the citizens of the state of Minnesota.

Very Truly Yours,

Nide & . Rt

Nick A. Frentz

Senator Nick Frentz Successes

Minnesota Security Hospital: Chief authored and
passed legislation to provide $70 million in
bonding and strongly advocated for more
than $22 million to hire and train staff to
ensure safety for patients and staff.

Highway 14: Chief-authored bill to complete
New Ulm to Nicollet stretch and coauthored
bills to complete other sections of Highway
14, and fund Corridors of Commerce program.

South Central College: Chief authored and
secured $9.6 million in bonding for South
Central College STEM and Healthcare
renovations.

Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota: Chief
authored and secured Legacy funding for the
Children’s Museum.

Mankato North Mankato Local Sales Tax: Chief
authored and passed legislation to extend the
Mankato and North Mankato sales tax, which
District 19 voters overwhelmingly supported
on the ballot in November 2016.

Buffers Compromise: Worked to engage farmers,
landowners, and Governor Dayton, which
helped lead to a compromise bill on buffer
strip implementation.

Minnesota Square Park Pavilion: Chief authored
and secured funding for the City of St. Peter
to restore the historic Minnesota Square Park
Pavilion.

Farm Safety: Chief authored and passed
legislation that provides tractor rollover bar
protections at no cost to school agriculture
programs.

Disability Community and Senior Citizens: Chief
authored legislation that would provide a 4%
raise to long-term care workers and fund a
PCA contract which provided a $13/wage and
other benefits for certain PCA's.

Renewable Energy Standard: Chief Authored
legislation to promote renewable energy
across the state, raising the standard to 25%
by 2020 and 37% by 2025.

Honored to Serve

You can contact my office at any time
with questions or concerns. | am here to
serve you. My staff and | are happy to
help you with any need you bring to our
attention. We pride ourselves on being
responsive and understanding that it is
our job to work in a bipartisan manner
on your behalf.

Senator Nick Frentz’s Office
2415 Minnesota Senate Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
Office Phone: 651.296.6153

Office Email:
sen.nick.frentz@senate.mn

Senate Website:
senatedfl.mn/members/
senator-nick-frentz
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Senator Nick Frentz : VOTES | TOOK ON BUDGET BILLS AND WHY

TRANSPORTATION: Voted NO

As a member of the Transportation
Committee, one of my top priorities this
session was to advocate for a long-term,
dedicated funding plan that met the needs
of southern Minnesota and the entire
state. The final transportation bill failed

to meet this goal, and took hundreds of
millions of dollars out of the General Fund,
which takes money away from our basic
needs like education and health care. This
creates too much uncertainty about future
transportation funding.

AGRICULTURE: Voted YES

| was proud that my request to serve on the
Agriculture Finance Committee was granted
and | am glad to be working for farmers

and our sour region’s strong agribusiness
sector. | supported the final agriculture bill
for several reasons. It increased funding

for the MN Department of Agriculture, and
included a policy provision | chief authored
to fund critical safety upgrades for school-
owned tractors. It also included an important
compromise on buffer strip enforcement
that | believe works for farmers and satisfies
our mutual interest in clean water. | worked
with SWCD's, BWSR, and farm groups all
session to protect the future of Minnesota
agriculture.

EDUCATION- Voted NO

Although | appreciated the 2% per pupil
per year funding increase for schools, the
education bill ignored some essential
needs, such as: special education
programs, pensions, school nutrition,
and libraries. Schools need to fund these
functions and were simply not provided
the necessary funds to do so. | was also
disappointed in the teacher tenure policy
included in the bill. The teacher licensure

language, which aims to address a real
problem, falls short of the best solution
for students, the integrity of the teaching
profession.

TAXES: Voted YES

| supported the tax bill, which included
$660 million in tax cuts for FY 2018. It
included important provisions for District
19, including Mankato and North Mankato
local sales tax extensions and a provision
that DFLers wrote last session to provide
savings to farmers impacted by local school
bond referendums. Now, the state will pick
up 40% of the farm property taxes linked
to local school levies. These provisions

are great news for area farmers and our
entire community. The bill also helps social
security recipients, veterans, those with
student loans, and small business owners.
Having said that, like many legislators on
both sides of the aisle, my main concern
with this bill is its potential to put us into

a budget deficit in future years. We can't
afford to destabilize our state finances.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES:

Voted YES

| supported the health and human services
bill because it included funding for a variety
of programs that support our area and

the state. Notably, the funding needed to
increase safety for patients and staff at the
Minnesota Security Hospital was included
in full. Funding for interactive video

case management, child protection, and
expanded services for seniors living in their
homes was also included- these provisions
are important to area counties, their social
service departments, and some of our most
vulnerable friends, neighbors, and family
members.

Higher Education Funding

After the first higher education budget

was vetoed, the second higher education
conference committee report provided a
$210 million budget increase over base
appropriations for the Office of Higher
Education, University of Minnesota, and
MnState systems. The second-round budget
target agreement provided $110 million
more than the original target of $100 million
and $85 million more than the bill vetoed by
the Governor.

The bill was still well below the Governor’s
original $318 million higher education
request and well below the requests made
by the U of M ($147.2 million) and MnState
($178 million).

Senator Frentz argued the budget target was
too low and that it provided an investment in
the state’s higher education system.

Sen. Nick Frentz saw students off on their

100-mile walk from Mankato State to the
Minnesota State Capitol. Senator Nick
Frentz fought for higher levels of funding
for state colleges and ways to bring down
tuition and student loan debt.

Children’s Museum

receives critical funding
Senator Nick Frentz was instrumental in
securing critical funding for the Children’s
Museum of Southern Minnesota. The
Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota
will use the funds to increase access for
school and early learning groups, take the
museum to other communities, and improve
the exhibit experiences.

Sen. Nick Frentz key player in
passage of ADA legislation

Senator Frentz was a key player in the
passage of legislation to protect businesses
from questionable lawsuits, while preserving
the rights of disabled individuals to seek
damages for violations of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. After working many long
hours on the bill, Senator Frentz brokered
a bipartisan compromise aimed to protect
the interests of the disability community
and created a more level playing field for
businesses threatened with legal action.

Legislative Audit Commission

Sen. Frentz was proud to be appointed to the
Legislative Audit Commission, which acts as
the state’s bipartisan watchdog for budget
and policy. This year, he advocated for early
childhood screening audits and reporting
concerns in nursing facilities.



