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State Senator Nick Frentz

95 University Avenue West
Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 2415
St. Paul, MN 55155
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Thanks for the chance to serve you in the Minnesota Senate. I'm proud to work for every
person in our district, regardless of who they are, where they live, what they do for a living,
or who they voted for. We are all in this together.

The 2018 legislative session adjourned on May 20. Overall, this session saw some
accomplishments for Minnesota — including several that are good for our area. Our region
gets a lot of respect from other legislators in St. Paul, and if you ask me, it's deserved. The
good news included passage of a bipartisan bonding bill that contained over a billion
dollars in public projects, passage of a pension bill, and approval of state employee contracts,
among other things.

We worked hard on agriculture, education, local and state government, transportation, and
more. When the two political parties worked together, we saw progress.

Unfortunately, when the two parties didn’t work together, we got almost nothing done.
We failed to agree on a tax bill, and we owe it to the people of Minnesota to get that done
either in a special session or immediately in January when we reconvene. There was also no
progress in the areas of our opioid crisis, distracted driving, or gun violence prevention—
despite public support for action.

One obstacle: the use of massive “omnibus” bills which try to force subjects together

like transportation, agriculture, education, etc. that don't belong together. This approach
causes good legislation to fail when it is paired with bad policy. The use of a huge omnibus
supplemental budget bill, instead of individual or “stand alone” bills, failed Minnesotans this
session. I hope we see a lot less of that tactic in the future. Bottom line: the legislature needs
to do better.

We live in a great state, and we should try to keep it that way. We have a good overall
economy, great schools, good roads, and good communities —
both large and small. Most of all we have lots of hard working
Minnesotans that are just good neighbors and great people
that ’'m honored to represent here in District 19.

Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns, or
just want to chat. Thanks again for the chance to represent
you.

Sincerely,

Nide & Fante

State Senator Nick Frentz, Senate District 19

Here to Serve

You can contact my office at any time
with questions or concerns. My staff
and I are happy to help and we pride
ourselves on being responsive and
understanding.
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Meeting with supporters of Minnesota firefighters Attedlng the ground breaklng in June for the new E1de Ballly
Center, a $21.8 million project in downtown Mankato.

to discuss the PTSD bill that passed in 2018.
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Sen. Nick Frentz successes

HWY. 14/Bonding bill passed

The final bonding bill signed into law contained
important provisions for District 19, including: vital
funding of $174 million for Hwy. 14 from Owatonna
to Dodge Center, $2.2 million in upgrades for the

St. Peter Regional Treatment Center, and $4.3 million
for Phase II for the Clinical Sciences building project
at MNSU-Mankato. Bonding equals jobs.

Pension bill passed

Sen. Frentz, proudly appointed to the Pension
Commission in January, voted “yes” on the pension
bill. It represented shared sacrifice—reforms in

this bill include COLA reductions and increased
employee/employer contributions. This also
strengthens our state credit rating, which will save
us money in the long run. This bill was a big win for
our SD 19 retirees, state, county, and city employees,
teachers, and their families.

Helping police, firefighters, and first
responders who suffer from PTSD

Sen. Frentz was the chief author of SF125,
which classifies post traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) as a presumptive work illness for police,
paramedics, and firefighters. This bill was a top
priority for Sen. Frentz, and was passed in the
last week of the session as part of the Worker’s
Compensation bill.

North Mankato Infrastructure Grant for
North Port Industrial Park

The Minnesota Department of Employment
and Economic Development (DEED) awarded
North Mankato a $339,000 infrastructure grant,
benefiting the North Port Industrial Park. This
will promote growth, which in turn will bring
additional jobs to the community.

Supplemental budget and tax bills vetoed

Senator Frentz has always fought to protect
Minnesota’s economy from future instability and
to avoid future budget deficits. Unfortunately, the
tax bill proposals that were offered (and vetoed)
threatened Minnesota fiscal integrity. The tax bill
was projected to leave the state with a $500 million
deficit in just a few years, and would have given the
wealthiest Minnesotans the biggest tax cuts while
working families received far less.

The Supplemental Omnibus Budget bill was a
problem in more than one way - it was 995 pages
long, was brought to the floor very late in the
session, and it contained a number of questionable
policy proposals. Instead of passing separate bills
based on budget areas, this bill combined every
budget and a ton of policy into one huge bill that
forced lawmakers into a take it or leave it position.
This move killed many good provisions that would
have passed on their own.

Senator Frentz serves on three standing committees: Transportation Finance and Policy, Agriculture
Rural Development and Housing Finance, and Aging and Long-Term Care Policy. He also serves on

the Legislative Commission on Pensions and Retirement, Legislative Audit Commission (LAC), the
Governor's Task Force on Housing, and the Senate Select Committee on Health Care.

Sen. Frentz’s priorities for 2019

Health Care

This is the number one problem people
want the legislature to fix. Sen. Frentz
supports fundamental change that will
allow all Minnesotans to get basic access
to medical care. This would include
allowing any Minnesotan to sign up for
MinnesotaCare, which could significantly
reduce their monthly premiums.

Agriculture

As a member of the Senate Agriculture
Finance Committee, Sen. Frentz knows
agriculture is the backbone of Southern
Minnesota’s economy. To support farmers,
he co-authored a bill to provide tax
credits for buffer strips, and will work
with Minnesota Corn, Minnesota Pork
Producers, and Minnesota Soybean
Growers to ensure passage. Sen. Frentz is
also a member of Minnesota Farm Bureau
and Minnesota Farmers Union and will
work with them to strengthen Minnesota
family farms.

Transportation

As a member of the Senate Transportation
Committee, Sen. Frentz has spent two
years working towards stable long term

Sen. Frentz discussing farm issues with fellow
Nicollet County Farm Bureau members.

funding for our roads, bridges, and transit.
There is no dispute that we are short of the
funding necessary; the question is whether
to take money away from existing programs,
or increase revenue through other means like
a gas tax. Regardless, we should effectively
budget long term so MnDOT, our counties,
cities, and townships can all plan accordingly.

Opioids

Last year, 395 Minnesotans lost their

lives to opioid abuse. Big pharmaceutical
companies — which have profited to some
extent from the opioid crisis - should be
held accountable. Sen. Frentz supported the
Senate bill which required those companies
to contribute a small portion of their profits
to curbing opioid abuse. This common-sense
proposal did not become law.

Education

Education is a cornerstone of the District
19 area’s success. Sen. Frentz is committed
to making sure our schools receive a fair
share of education funding. This promotes
strong economies, communities, and
neighborhoods. Education and school
funding has always been Sen. Frentz’s top
priority.

Solar panels were installed on the Minnesota
Senate building roof in May and should generate
up to 12% of the building’s electricity needs.




