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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Thanks for allowing me to serve our 
area in the Minnesota Senate. I hope 
this letter finds you and your family well. 
As I write this, we just finished the 2021 
legislative special session and passed 
a $52 billion two-year budget. This 
brochure is my annual report to let you 
know what happened, what votes I took, 
and why. 
Overall, I was pleased with the session 
and I think the budget deal is a good 
one. We dealt with the public health 
challenges of the pandemic. Many 
Minnesotans and businesses made 
sacrifices that helped save lives. I am 
proud of the work I did in the areas of 
clean energy, agriculture, and getting 
COVID-19 relief funds to workers and 
small businesses.
My job remains pretty simple: to give 
my constituents a voice at the Capitol, 
whether they voted for me or not. This 
session, as always, we were glad to get 
thousands of emails, calls, and letters 
(on just about every subject, too). I still 
love this work as much as ever, and my 
favorite part is working directly with 
people and trying to make things better.
I am glad to have moved back to 
North Mankato now that the session 
adjourned, and to see all of Minnesota 
getting back to normal at work, school, 
and play. This is a great state and I hope 
you have a great rest of 2021.
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Senator Nick Frentz Successes
GreenSeam:  $150,000 for assistance to 
this Mankato-based agriculture-related 
promotion council.

Saint Peter Tax Approval:  Passed legislation 
allowing the residents of Saint Peter to vote 
on a sales tax increase to pay for a new fire 
station. 

Saint Peter Construction Materials Exemption:  If 
Saint Peter residents vote to build the new 
fire station, the construction materials will 
be exempt from sales tax. 

Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota:  
Secured dedicated Legacy and E12 funding 
for the budget year 2022-2023. We are 
hopeful that this will total over $200,000. 

State Building Revolving Loan Fund:  I cheif 
authoered this bill that appropriated 
$5 million to the Department of 
Administration to administer loans to 
update government buildings to be more 
energy efficient. The interest and payback 
from the loans are then returned to the 
revolving loan fund to continuously pay for 
new projects. This will increase savings to 
taxpayers. 

Farm Safety Grants:  $200,000 for farm safety 
and outreach programs. After I authored 
the Grain Bin Safety Bill in 2019, we were 
glad to see this funding renewed. 

Biofuels:  $6 million in grants that enable 
retail petroleum dispensers, fuel storage 
tanks, and other equipment to dispense 
biofuels to the public in accordance with 
the biofuel replacement goals (dispensers 
must be able to disperse E25). 

ECO Act:  I was the DFL senate lead on this 
bill to update our electric conservation 
programs, promote new technology, and 
(after it failed to get a floor vote last year) 
we passed it in bipartisan fashion this year 
with the help of the MN Dept of Commerce.
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Agriculture: YES vote
This bipartisan bill promotes and protects 
our farmers and farm economy. It expanded 
meat processing capabilities, fully funded the 
Dept. of Agriculture, and expanded the Board 
of Animal Health to include one additional 
livestock producer. We also extended the 
farmer-lender mediation act to 2027, and 
renewed funding to two of my focal points – 
Greater Mankato Growth’s GreenSeam, and 
MN farm safety grants.

Energy & Commerce: YES vote
This was my first year as the Ranking Member 
on the Energy and Utilities Committee, and 
I worked closely negotiating the final bill 
language. I’m satisfied with what was in it – 
solar on schools and colleges, the Natural Gas 
Innovation Act, and my bill establishing a $5 
million state building effieciency revolving 
loan fund. What was missing was obvious: 
stronger action to fight climate change. 

Education: YES vote
This was the largest funding increase in the 
last 15 years - $462 million over 2 years - that 
included the continuation of 4,000 voluntary 
PreK slots across the state, funding for the 
Teachers of Colors Act, and maximizing 
school nutrition.

Higher Education: YES vote
This bill supports Minnesota State Mankato, 
South Central College, Gustavus, and Bethany 
Luthern. It includes a $56.4 million increase 
for the MinnState system to deal with budget 
shortfalls due to COVID-19, and a tuition cap 
of 3.5% through the next two academic years. 

Legacy Finance: YES vote
Legacy funding - $645.62 million - is for the 
four ‘legacy’ funds: Arts, Cultural Heritage, 
History, and clean water. Provisions included 
are Forever Green, Veterans Voices, Appetite 
for Change, Minnesota Historical Society, MN 
State Arts Board, and especiallly the Children 
Museum of Southern Minnesota in Mankato. 

Taxes: YES vote
Provided over a billion dollars in tax cuts, 
including full federal conformity tax 
forgiveness for PPP loans for small businesses 
and for unemployment compensation (up to 
$10,200) for our working men and women. 
It was made possible by our strong state 
economy and the federal funds we received in 
the American Rescue Plan. I strongly support 
the distribution of $250 million additional 
funds to our frontline workers. 

How I voted on Budget Bills and Why: Leadership
Assistant DFL Leader
I was proud to be elected again as 
an Assistant Minority Leader in the 
Senate. I bring a voice from southern 
Minnesota to represent our interests 
at the Legislature. 

This year, I was appointed the 
Ranking Minority Member on the 
Energy and Utilities Committee. The 
committee worked on legislation 
that will lower costs for rate-payers 
and reduce carbon emissions, 
among other things.

I also continue to serve as the Chair 
of the Clean Energy and Climate 
Caucus. 

Public Safety
The topic of public safety recieved 
a lot of our attention this year and 
that is a good thing. We all want safe 
communities. We should be pursuing 
both safety and accountability, and I 
think the people of Minnesota want 
us to continue that work. We can do 
that work and still maintain respect 
for law enforcement and the work 
they do.

We made adjustments during the 
pandemic, including holding committee 
and constituent meetings over Zoom.

Thank you to all the staff at the Senate 
for your outstanding work in research, 
communications, finance, sergeant at arms, 
secretary desk, security and constituent 
services.  This is my Legislative Assistant 
Justin Emmerich, who, if you ask me, is 
indispensable to both me and all the 
District 19 people we serve.

In May, US Senator Tina Smith and I 
promoted biofuels at the Minnesota Soybean 
offices in Mankato.

Committee Assignments
I proudly serve on the Senate 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Finance and Policy Committee, the 
Energy and Utilities Finance and Policy 
Committee (ranking DFL member), 
Rules and Administration Committee, 
Pensions Committee, and the 
Legislative Audit Commission.
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